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The City of Captive Globe 
- Rem Koolhaas

Koolhaas interpretation on archipelago is defined as a grid 
system. Sea is the grid itself and plots are the island that defines 
an archipelago. The plots that discussed in the system is not 
only buildings but are cities in miniature or, as Koolhaas calls 
them, quoting Oswald Mathias Ungers, “cities within cities.”

New York Manhattan is the city that example of The City of 
Captive Globe.





Koolhaas’ City of the Globe

The differentiation of total scheme 
between architecture and the 
functioning of the island makes form of 
the building less able to function. In 
Koolhaas’ City of the Globe is not really 
a kind of island, that has relation 
between inside and outside is vital but is 
more like an enclave, and it 
dependences of accessibility and 
circulation provided by the landmark.



Circulation of Paris

Pierre Patte, Partie du plan général de 
Paris, 1765. 

The city is composed of an archipelago 
of voids of circulation and space, the 
main themes of the emerging metropolis 
city using a rational language that 
reduced the problem of urban space to 
one of depicting voids. 



What sort of architecture embodies 
the archipelago?

“Iconic Buildings”



     COLLAGE CITY                    ARCHIPELAGO



What Are The Similarities 
And Differences 

Between Archipelago 
And Garden City?
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